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FROM THE ADMINISTRATION  

2017 

Please join us for an evening of information around digital 

media use and mental well-being at Maple High School.  

 

Register using the link below before May 11th at 

 

bit.ly/yrmaple517 

mailto:michaelcranny.es@yrdsb.ca
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Michael Cranny ES has a Blog! 

 

Our school is proud to announce that Michael Cranny Elementary School has started a Blog this 

Fall! We will post news, notices, reminders and school happenings on a regular basis on the blog 

eventually eliminating the need for a newsletter. All you have to do is log in once, add your email 

address and it will automatically email you every time something new has been posted. The blog 

also features Google translate which allows you to access the information in your first 

language.  

Add your email address 

here and hit submit! Do 

this one time and get   

every post emailed 

straight to you! 

Hit select language and 

pick your first language. It 

will automatically translate 

our post into your first lan-

Survey for Parents/Guardians 

Parents/guardians are invited to participate in a survey before May 19. This survey provides 

an important opportunity for parent/guardian voice. Results will be used to guide planning to 

support student achievement and well-being. 

 

The English version of the survey is available online. Paper surveys are available in English, 

Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Farsi, Gujarati, Hebrew, Korean, Punjabi, Russian, 

Sri Lankan Tamil, Urdu and Vietnamese. Please contact the school to request a paper copy. 

 

We value your input and encourage you to complete the survey. The information you provide 

will be anonymous, considered confidential and kept in strict accordance with all relevant leg-

islation.  Please contact the school if you have any questions. 



Follow Us!! 

If you like to follow Michael Cranny’s Twitter feed, where 

school information such as events, news, etc, will be posted. 

You are encouraged to follow the school’s twitter feed 

@michaelcrannyes 
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Michael Cranny School Council 

Our 2016-2017 school council members are listed below. Thank you to all who came out to our last meeting! 

Mary Tsaktsiris and Melissa Mouldey (Co-Chairs) 

Didem Tekin (Secretary) 

Xiaoyun Wu (Treasurer) 

Sangeeta Agarwal 

Charles Menezes 

Our school council meeting for the month of May will take 
place on: 

Monday, May 15h, 2017 

Thank you in advance for supporting our school council and 
all are welcome to attend. 

 
In the 2017/18 school year, York Region Public Health will visit all  elementary schools to provide school im-

munization clinics to Grade 7 students. The clinics offer vaccines for Hepatitis B, Human Papilloma Virus 

(HPV) and Meningococcal A, C, Y, W-135 at no cost.  

Under the Immunization of School Pupils Act, meningococcal vaccine is required for school attendance, un-

less an exemption is filed with public health. Hepatitis B and HPV vaccines are recommended, but not re-

quired for school attendance.  

Parents of students entering Grade 7 in fall 2017 will receive consent forms in the mail in June. Please com-

plete the consent form and return it to York Region Public Health to allow your child to participate in the im-

munization clinics. Detailed instructions can be found on the forms and accompanying letter. If the consent 

form is not completed, your child will not be able to receive vaccines at the clinic.  

Parents and guardians who do not consent should still complete the forms and return them, indicating that 

you do not authorize York Region Public Health to immunize your child. 

 

Visit york.ca/immunizations and click on School Immunization Clinics for more information. 

 

Did you know? If your child has missed a required vaccination on Ontario’s routine immunization schedule, 

he/she can receive the vaccine at one of York Region Public Health’s Community Immunization Clinics. These 

evening clinics are offered throughout the summer, giving students the opportunity to catch up before re-

turning to school. Visit york.ca/immunizations and select Community Immunization Clinics to learn more. 

 

 

Grade 7 Immunization  

york.ca/immunizations


School Dress Code                   EQAO Administration Dates  

Board Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress 
Code outlines that “student dress code is a standard 
for all students that meets school community ex-
pectations for appropriate dress.” 

For this current school year, the dress code was re-
viewed and maintained, as follows:  

Students need to dress appropriately for school. Ex-
amples of clothing that should not be worn at 
school include:  

  short skirts and shorts (if you wear these 
items the length should be at least full arm 
length with fingers stretched downwards 

 tank tops (strap width should be two finger 
spaces wide), no spaghetti straps, no tops that 
leave the midriff exposed, or undergarments 
visible; no halter tops  

 flip flops (full sandals only)  

 refrain from wearing hats, bandanas and any 
other headwear in school, except for religious 
purposes  

 clothing with inappropriate slogans or logos. 

Planning for 2017-2018 

 

Class Placements for September begin during the month of May and continue well into June.  Having 

worked with your child throughout the year, your child’s teacher has developed a good understanding of 

his or her strengths and areas for growth. In consultation with grade team partners, appropriate sup-

port staff and administration, we are beginning to put together classes for next year, considering many 

criteria, among them providing for gender balance, a range of academic abilities, and ensuring there are 

good learning partners for all students.  Social dynamics are considered, as well, though the central con-

cern is developing classes that provide for an effective learning environment.  To this end, we do not ac-

cept requests for particular teachers or for students to be placed with certain groups of friends. 

 

As you can appreciate in a school as large as ours, creating balanced classes is a large task, and is done 

with care. Teaching assignments and our school organization for next year have yet to be finalized, and 

will be subject to ongoing revisions over the summer and even in September, given changes in student 

enrolment and Ministry mandates and policies around class sizes.  
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Between May 23rd 2017 and June 5th 2017 stu-
dents in Grade 3 and Grade 6 will be taking part in 
the provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and 
Junior Division (Grades 4-6). This assessment is ad-
ministered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 students in 
Ontario’s publicly funded school system by the Edu-
cation Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), an 
independent agency of the Government of Ontario. 
While the exact dates for the administration of As-
sessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, Pri-
mary Division and Junior Division have yet to be fi-
nalized for the school, we would kindly ask that you 
avoid planning appointments, vacations or breaks 
that may make your child absent during this two 
week period. Our thanks, in advance.  



 

Modern Learning—Flexible Learning Spaces 

Mr. Milette’s Modern Learning Classroom: 
 
When we first think of classrooms, what tends to come to mind is the classic set-up of rows of desks and 
chalkboards in the front.  In our class, we have incorporated a different type of seating...flexible seating. 
What does this refer to? Well, flexible seating uses a multitude of different methods. All-in-all it does refer 
to allowing everyone to choose where to sit and how to sit, instead of rigid and uncomfortable seating we 
now have the choice to use office chairs, yoga balls or even to stand-up at one of our specialized desks. 
These factors allow us to learn in a more comfortable manner in which everyone gets to learn the way they 
want to. Not to mention that a lot of products, such as yoga balls, actually help people with their posture 
and have been proven to be a more fit alternative to standard chairs. Other than seating, we also incorpo-
rated whiteboards on-top-of the desks, different lighting arrangements, high stools, and plants all around 
the classroom. This not only provides us flexible seating, but a flexible classroom to enhance our learning! 
 
- Cindy, …… (Mr. Milette’s class)  

Michael Cranny ES participated in the 20 minute makeover on Friday, April 21st. All classes 

were given bags and gloves to use to clean up the school grounds and surrounding communi-

ty. The students did an amazing job and collected over 20 bags of garbage. 

Michael Cranny E.S. Page 5 

Parent Information 

Vaughan’s 20 minute Makeover 



Parent Information 
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Junior Girls Basketball 

Congratulations to the Junior Girls Basketball team for a great season. After many challenging practices and 
help from our supportive intermediate volunteers and teachers, it finally all payed off. We finished in 2nd 
place at areas, and moved onto the finals. The improvement of the team is amazing and we hope to see eve-
ryone again next year. Way to Cobras!  

 

- Celine and Esther  

Fit Spirit! 

Over 40 girls in grades 5-8 at Michael Cranny are now going into week 6 of Fit Spirit! We have been training 
twice a week to prepare for a 5-10 km run at Downsview Park on May 24th. To train, we have completed in-
tensive workouts around our school, and runs outside of the school. We have also had a segment with Deb-
bie from the Zumba Girls Group, she taught us to work at our own speed. We learned how to mix dancing 
with working out to make it fun and enjoyable for everyone. So far, Fit Spirit has been very fun and energetic, 
and a lot of us are working harder than we could have ever imagined. We have made many new friends and 
learned a lot about ourselves, which is also an important part of the program. We have been working very 
hard, and we can’t wait for the final event! Stay tuned for a Fit Spirit update from the big day... 

 

Written By Fit Spirit Club Members Ruby and Ceylin 
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Track ‘n’ Field for our Junior and Intermediate Students 

Track & Field Day is Almost Here! 

 

Michael Cranny ES  is eagerly anticipating our annual Track and Field Days  

 on June 5th with a rain date of June 6th. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity to participate in athletic challenges and foster team spirit. Please remind your child to 

be prepared to spend the day in the beautiful outdoors and to dress appropriately, bringing along all necessities to be 

comfortable and safe throughout the day: 

 

 Proper running shoes and socks 

 Water in reusable bottles 

 Layered clothing (t-short, long sleeved shirt) 

 Hat 

 Sunscreen 

 Litterless snack 

 

Thank you to all Michael Cranny staff members who are making this exciting day possible. 

Go Gryphons! 

Music Alive 

Congratulations to the Intermediate band for receiving GOLD in the MUSIC ALIVE competition.  

The Intermediate Band along with Mrs. Valkanas have been working hard the last few months for the compe-

tition where they performed 2 high school leveled pieces.   We are proud of all their musical efforts and dedi-

cation.  Way to Go Musicians!!  
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Blades of Glory 

On May 1, our Grade 4 students got to travel back in time thanks 
to the Blades of Glory.  

The 1.5 hour presentation took students through various time 
periods and civilizations. Many had the opportunity to role-play 
different roles throughout history.  

Students explored the colonization and downfall of the Aztecs, 
the Medieval Era, and the Egyptian mummification process. They 
experienced the different roles of women and different warriors 
through history. They also got to touch artifacts over 1000 years 
old!  

What a great introduction to what is sure to be a fabulous social 
studies unit for our Grade 4 students! 



Parent Information 
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Are you Moving? New Neighbours? 

Are you moving to a new address or school for September 2017?  

If you have not notified the school, please let the office know as soon as possible. This information is very 
helpful in our planning for the next school year. If a new family has moved into the Michael Cranny neigh-
bourhood or moves in over the summer, please let them know that they should register at the school. Fami-
lies can register their children until June 30th, or during the last week of August.  

 

During the summer, families can register at:  

CEC WEST Area Office  

36 Stornoway Crescent  

Thornhill, ON L3T 3X7  

Phone: (905) 764-6830. Fax: (905) 764-0261  

Arts Night on May 11th 

Michael Cranny Elementary School  

is Proud to Announce 

Our Annual Arts Night 

 

“I am Canadian! Celebrating Canada’s 150!” 

 

On Thursday, May 11th 

 

6:30 p.m. 

In the Gym 


